
CONFESSIONS OF A WIFE
THERE'S NOTHING EXCITING IN LIFE OF AN ACTRESS, SAYS PAULA

"After Miss Dayton's success, life
soon settled down into average mo-
notony," continued Paula." "Some-
times, Margie, I think monotony is
one of the greatest tempters. We are
always fighting or running away
from it. Every woman who- - is mar-
ried and has no work outside of her
home is always talking of the deadly
monotony of her life. She seems to
think she is the only woman on
earth who cannot get away from the
humdrum of existence. '

"I know I should have the same
idea if I had not tried many, many
ways of earning my living and found
that in every walk of life there are
great stretches of monotony inter-
spersed and broken by sorrow, joy,
love, hate, turmoil.

"We poor mortals never learn that
the human mind could not stand any
one of these without the long
stretches of monotony, where not
only one's physical self but one's
mind and spirit lies fallow.

"Most girls think the stage is one
long revel, consisting of late sup-
pers, flirtations, applause and admi-
ration. It is nothing of the kind. No
woman ever reached success behind
the footlights without the hardest
kind of work.

"You see, Margie, we forget when
we see the results of any art that
after the beautiful idea has been born
it must he brought to maturity, and
that means nothing but the most ar-
duous, grinding labor.

"And here is the difference be-
tween art and business. The busi-
ness man may leave the details to
someone else, but no one can write
the story or act the part, paint the
picture or compose the music except
the artist who' conceived it

"He must be artist and worker and
if he fails as a workman the world
will turn its thumbs down on his art

"I have rehearsed a part all night
long the night before the opening of

a play. I have had one little insig-
nificant speech nearly drive me, mad
because I could not make it under-
stood in its most subtle meaning
in other words, get it over.

"Bht after the part is rounded dut
and made absolutely perfect then
comes the stretch of monotony
which, while it sometimes is madden-
ing, is necessary to father impetus
for the next great endeavor..

"For the most part I have found
actors lead their 'irregular' lives in
as unusually regular manner. Mine
was a fair sample of the life lived by
the young actress on average salary
of $40.

"I arose at ten in the morning. A
cup of coffee, a little fruit and a roll
was my breakfast. Then I read the
papers, looked over my wardrqbe,
darned my stockings and did those
other little things that a woman finds ,
to , do when she' must be her own
maid. Prom 12, to 2 Imsually walked
or shopped, and from 2 to 4 I was to
be found having. myself beautified in
some way, for an actress' good looks
are a part of her stock in trade. ,

"At five, a cup of tea, some sand-
wiches, a salad, sometimes even
toast and a chop. Prom six to seven
was my' social hour. Sometimes I
spent it with Earnest and sometimes
with other friends I lingered over the
tea table in some hotel or restaurant
Seven o'clock found me at the the-
ater and then two hours and a half
of hard nervous strain and work.

"After dressing was my play time.
It was dinner with Earnest then, or
a little dance, perhaps a long ride
through the park or up the drive, and
then home and to bed. Nothing very
exciting about this, is there?

"But I was happy, Margie, for I
was passionately in love with Earnest
Lawton."

(To Be Continued)
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